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This study aims to implement the Problem Based Learning (PBL)

method to improve the learning outcomes of Figh in class XI ARTICLEHISTORY
students of MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung. The background of this study  Received: 19 April 2025
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to be due to conventional learning methods that are less innovative ~ Accepted: 8 June 2025
and do not actively involve students. PBL was chosen because it is  Published: 31 July 2025
considered capable of encouraging students to think critically, solve

problems, and construct their own knowledge through case studies

or contextual problems. This classroom action research (CAR) was KEYWORDS

carried out in two cycles. Data were collected through observations  Figh learning, problem
of teacher and student activities, learning outcome tests, and based learning,
student response questionnaires. The results showed a significant learning outcomes.
increase in students' Figh learning outcomes after the

implementation of PBL. In cycle |, the average learning outcomes

showed an increase, and in cycle Il, there was a further increase with

the percentage of learning completion that had met the success

indicators. In addition, student learning activities became more

enthusiastic and participatory, and student responses to the PBL

method were very positive. Thus, it can be concluded that the

implementation of the Problem Based Learning method is effective

in improving the learning outcomes of class Xl students in MA Negeri

2 Tulungagung.
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Introduction

Education plays a central role in shaping character, developing potential, and improving
the quality of a nation's human resources (Rahman et al., 2022). In the school
environment, the learning process is at the heart of educational implementation, where
interactions between teachers and students occur to achieve predetermined goals. One
of the important subjects in Madrasah Aliyah (MA) is Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence), which
focuses on understanding Islamic law as it relates to worship and social interactions.
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Figh aims to equip students with an understanding of Islamic law so they can
correctly implement it in their daily lives (Santi, Undang, & Kasja, 2023). A deep
understanding of Figh is not only crucial for matters of the afterlife but also for
developing religious awareness and a clean and healthy lifestyle (Hendrawati, Rosidin, &
Astiani, 2020; Nurhidayah, Asifah, & Rosidin, 2021). Therefore, optimal learning
outcomes in this subject are an indicator of the success of the religious education
process. However, the reality on the ground often shows that achieving Figh learning
outcomes at the secondary level still faces challenges. One key indicator is the low
learning outcomes of students, particularly in grade XI at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung.
These low learning outcomes can stem from various factors, both internal and external.

Internal factors are often related to students' suboptimal learning interests and
motivation, both of which significantly impact learning outcomes (Ricardo & Meilani,
2017). Meanwhile, external factors predominantly refer to the learning methods used by
teachers (Siregar, 2024). Learning methods that tend to be conventional, teacher-
centered, and provide little opportunity for student active participation in problem-
solving are often the cause of boredom and decreased material retention (Lubis, 2019).
This aligns with the demands of 21st-century skills, which prioritize critical thinking and
problem-solving (Mardhiyah et al., 2021).

Therefore, innovation in Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) learning is needed to shift the
paradigm from mere memorization to in-depth understanding and contextual
application. This innovation must actively engage students, encourage higher-order
thinking skills, and make the learning process relevant to real life. One potential learning
model to address this issue is Problem-Based Learning (PBL). This model challenges
students to work in groups, confront real-life problems, identify needed information,
and seek relevant solutions (Putra et al., 2023).

PBL is considered particularly relevant for Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh), where the
material often consists of case studies or laws that require in-depth analysis and simple
ijtihad (intelligible text) in the context of modern life (Dasopang, Lubis, & Dasopang,
2022). With PBL, students learn not only what the law is, but also why it was established
and how to apply it. The implementation of the PBL method is expected to improve
students' analytical skills, in line with the importance of developing analytical thinking
skills in learning (Lubis et al., 2021). This learning model also aligns with the use of
interactive media, such as multimedia or technology-based storybooks, which can
visualize Figh issues in a more engaging way for Generation Z (Lubis, 2023; Lubis &
Dasopang, 2020; Fatimah & Maryani, 2018).

The use of innovative methods such as PBL is a concrete step in developing
teacher professionalism and improving teacher performance in schools (Hamka, 2023).
This method change also reflects the school's efforts to adapt to the curriculum and
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contemporary educational dynamics (Pebtiyanti et al., 2023). In the context of this
research, PBL is believed to enhance learning activities and ultimately have a positive
impact on the Figh learning outcomes of 11th-grade students at MA Negeri 2
Tulungagung. Improved learning outcomes are seen not only from a cognitive
perspective but also from students' ability to solve Figh problems contextually.

Given the urgency of the problem of low learning outcomes and the potential for
solutions through PBL methods, this research is crucial. Classroom action research (CAR)
was chosen as the research design because it allows researchers to reflect on and
continuously improve learning practices (Arikunto, 2002; Sugiyono, 2018). Based on the
description above, the research question is: "How can the implementation of the
Problem-Based Learning method improve the Islamic Jurisprudence learning outcomes
of 11th-grade students at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung?" The main objective of this study is
to determine the effectiveness and implementation steps of the Problem Based
Learning method in an effort to improve the learning outcomes of Figh of class Xl
students of MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung.

Methods

This research adopted a Classroom Action Research (CAR) approach. CAR was chosen
because it aimed to improve and enhance direct classroom learning practices,
specifically the implementation of the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) method in Islamic
Jurisprudence (Figh). The CAR design used follows a cyclical model consisting of four
main stages: planning, acting, observing, and reflecting (Arikunto, 2002; Sugiyono, 2018).
This research was conducted in two cycles, with the results of the first cycle serving as
the basis for improving actions in the second cycle to achieve the established success
indicators. The research setting and subjects were 11th-grade students at MA Negeri 2
Tulungagung in the even semester of the 2025 academic year, with the focus subject
being Figh. The selection of this location and subjects was based on initial findings
indicating low Figh learning outcomes in the class, indicating the need for intervention
through more innovative learning methods. This study involved the Figh teacher as the
implementer of the action and the researcher as an observer tasked with recording and
analyzing the learning process.

Data collection techniques involved three main instruments. First, a Learning
Outcome Test was used to measure students' cognitive improvements after
implementing PBL. This was a written test that assessed their understanding of Islamic
Jurisprudence concepts and problem-solving skills. Second, observation was used to
observe teacher and student activities during the PBL learning process, including levels
of participation, enthusiasm, and critical thinking skills (Dasopang, Nasution, & Lubis,
2023). Observation sheets were completed by researchers and/or colleagues. Third, a
Student Response Questionnaire was used to gather feedback and student perceptions
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regarding the effectiveness and attractiveness of the PBL method in Islamic
Jurisprudence learning.

The action procedures in each cycle included structured steps. Planning included
the development of a PBL-based Learning Implementation Plan (RPP), research
instruments, and the preparation of teaching materials in the form of cases or
contextual problems in Islamic Jurisprudence. Implementation was the implementation
of PBL in the classroom according to its syntax (problem orientation, organizing
students, guiding investigations, developing and presenting results, and analyzing and
evaluating the problem-solving process). Observations were conducted concurrently
with the implementation of the actions to record all necessary data.

Data analysis was conducted qualitatively and quantitatively. Quantitative data,
obtained from learning achievement tests, was analyzed using descriptive statistics to
calculate the average class score and the percentage of learning completion. The
success indicator for this study was determined if the average student learning
outcomes achieved a score > [Minimum Minimum Competency Minimum Score] and the
percentage of classical completion reached at least 75%. Meanwhile, qualitative data,
derived from observations and questionnaires, was analyzed through data reduction,
data presentation, and conclusion drawing to describe the increase in student activity
and response to the PBL method.

Reflection is a critical stage at the end of each cycle, where quantitative and
qualitative data are analyzed to assess the success or shortcomings of the actions taken.
If the success indicators have not been achieved, or significant weaknesses are
identified in the implementation, a corrective action plan will be formulated to be
continued in the next cycle, until the goal of improving Figh learning outcomes through
PBL is optimally achieved.

Result

This classroom action research was conducted in two cycles with the primary objective
of implementing and measuring the effectiveness of the Problem-Based Learning (PBL)
method in improving the Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) learning outcomes of eleventh-
grade students at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung. Data on learning outcomes, student
activities, and student responses were collected and analyzed comprehensively to
provide a complete picture of the impact of this method's implementation.

The results of Cycle | showed an initial improvement in students' Islamic
Jurisprudence learning outcomes, although they had not yet reached the optimal
success indicators. The average Islamic Jurisprudence learning outcome score at the end
of Cycle | was 72.5%, with a classical completion percentage of 60%. This figure still fell
short of the target of 75%. This indicates that although PBL has been implemented,
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several aspects of its implementation still need improvement. Observations during Cycle
| revealed that students still needed more intensive guidance in identifying problems
and formulating hypotheses.

Some students also appeared unfamiliar with learning patterns that require
independence and collaboration (Lubis, 2019). Nevertheless, there was an increase in
enthusiasm and participation compared to previous conventional learning methods.
Students' active engagement in group discussions began to emerge, a positive indicator
of problem-based learning (Dasopang, Nasution, & Lubis, 2023). Based on reflections
from Cycle |, several improvements were planned for Cycle Il. These improvements
included sharpening problem scenarios to make them more contextual and engaging,
improving teacher guidance in facilitating group discussions, and providing more flexible
time allocation for exploration and presentation of results. This aligns with the principles
of CAR, which emphasize continuous improvement based on evaluation of previous
actions (Arikunto, 2002).

The results of Cycle Il showed a much more significant improvement and met the
established success indicators. The average student Figh learning outcome score at the
end of Cycle Il jumped to 85.2, with a classical completion percentage of 88%. This figure
exceeded the target of 75% classical completion, indicating that the implementation of
PBL in this cycle was more effective. This improvement confirms that selecting the right
learning method can drastically impact student learning outcomes (Siregar, 2024). The
qualitative aspects of Cycle Il also showed satisfactory results. Observations of student
activities showed substantial improvements in independence, critical thinking skills, and
collaboration (Mardhiyah et al., 2021). Students appeared more active in identifying
problems, seeking solutions, arguing, and presenting the results of their discussions.
The teacher's role as a facilitator was also more optimal in guiding the student learning
process without dominating.

Student responses to the PBL method, as measured by a questionnaire, showed
very positive results at the end of Cycle Il. The majority of students stated that learning
Figh became more interesting, challenging, and easier to understand with the use of
contextual problems. They felt more engaged and motivated to learn, which are
important factors in improving learning outcomes (Ricardo & Meilani, 2017). The use of
media and approaches that actively engage students, such as those facilitated by PBL,
has been shown to improve the quality of learning (Elisyah et al., 2024; Lubis, 2023).
Overall, this significant improvement in Figh learning outcomes indicates that the
Problem-Based Learning method is highly effective when implemented on 11th-grade
students at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung. This success is reflected not only in learning
outcomes but also in positive changes in student learning behavior, such as increased
confidence in problem-solving and collaborative skills.
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The implementation of PBL also indirectly supports the internalization of Islamic
values relevant to the Figh material, as students are encouraged to reflect on and apply
sharia principles in real-life contexts (Dasopang, Lubis, & Dasopang, 2022). Thus,
learning becomes more meaningful and oriented toward character development. Based
on these findings, it can be concluded that the consistent and planned implementation
of the Problem-Based Learning method, with improvements based on reflection,
significantly improves students' Figh learning outcomes and enhances the overall quality
of the learning process at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung.

Discussion

The results of this study clearly demonstrate that the implementation of the Problem-
Based Learning (PBL) method is effective in improving the Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh)
learning outcomes of eleventh-grade students at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung. This
significant improvement is evident in both quantitative and qualitative data, particularly
from Cycle | to Cycle II. These findings are consistent with the literature supporting the
effectiveness of PBL in fostering in-depth understanding, critical thinking skills, and
problem-solving (Putra et al., 2023). This demonstrates that student-centered learning
methods that engage students in real-world problem scenarios are indeed superior to
conventional approaches.

The improvement in Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) learning outcomes achieved
through PBL can be explained by several aspects. First, the nature of PBL, which requires
students to actively identify problems, gather information, and formulate solutions,
directly trains higher-order cognitive skills (Mardhiyah et R.H. et al., 2021). In the context
of Islamic Jurisprudence, this means students not only memorize laws but also analyze
their context, arguments, and implications in everyday life. This approach aligns with the
needs of 21st-century education, which emphasizes analytical and problem-solving skills
(Lubis et al., 2021).

The teacher's role as a facilitator, not the sole source of knowledge, is also key to
success. In PBL, teachers guide students through the inquiry process, provide
scaffolding when needed, and encourage discussion. Observations show that in Cycle II,
teachers became more skilled at facilitating, resulting in increased student participation
and collaboration. This reinforces the finding that the role of principals and teachers is
crucial in improving learning performance (Hamka, 2023). Student motivation and
interest in learning also play a significant role. Qualitative data from student
questionnaire responses indicate that PBL makes Islamic jurisprudence learning more
engaging and relevant. When students are faced with contextual problems, they feel
more challenged and gain a sense of ownership over their learning process. This
increased interest and motivation are strong predictors of improved learning outcomes
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(Ricardo & Meilani, 2017). The use of Figh cases relevant to students' lives also helps
internalize Islamic values more practically (Dasopang, Lubis, & Dasopang, 2022).

However, it must be acknowledged that the implementation of PBL in Cycle I still
encountered several obstacles, particularly in terms of students' adaptation to the new
method and their ability to identify the core of the problem. This is understandable,
considering that changing learning methods requires an adaptation process for both
teachers and students (Lubis, 2019). Reflection and improvements made after Cycle |,
such as sharpening problem scenarios and providing more structured guidance, proved
very effective in overcoming these obstacles, demonstrating the importance of the
reflection stage in CAR (Arikunto, 2002; Sugiyono, 2018).

The use of learning media, although not the primary focus of PBL implementation,
still plays a supporting role. When combined with interactive media such as augmented
reality or multimedia-based picture storybooks, PBL can be even more effective,
especially in accommodating the technology-savvy characteristics of Generation Z (Lubis,
2023; Lubis & Dasopang, 2020; Fatimah & Maryani, 2018). The potential for this
integration can be further explored in future research to enrich the Islamic
jurisprudence learning experience.

While this study shows positive results, there are several limitations. The study
focused on a single class in a single school, so generalizing the results may require
caution. Furthermore, the measurement of learning outcomes primarily focused on
cognitive aspects, although PBL also has the potential to develop affective and
psychomotor aspects. Future research could consider involving a broader sample and
using more varied instruments to measure the impact of PBL more holistically.

Overall, the findings of this study provide strong empirical evidence regarding the
benefits of implementing Problem-Based Learning in improving Islamic jurisprudence
learning outcomes. The practical implication is that it encourages Islamic jurisprudence
teachers, particularly at MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung and other schools, to adopt and
adapt PBL as an innovative learning strategy. This is expected to continuously improve
the quality of Islamic jurisprudence instruction, producing students who not only
understand theory but are also able to apply Islamic law in real life.

Conclusion

Based on the results of the classroom action research that has been carried out, it can
be concluded that the implementation of the Problem Based Learning (PBL) method has
proven effective and significant in improving the learning outcomes of class XI students
of MA Negeri 2 Tulungagung in Figh. This improvement is indicated by the increase in
the average value of learning outcomes and the percentage of classical completeness
that reached the success indicator in Cycle I, as well as positive changes in student
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learning activities and motivation who became more active, critical, and enthusiastic.
This success underscores the potential of PBL as an innovative learning strategy that is
able to develop students' in-depth understanding and problem-solving abilities in the
Figh subject, so it is recommended for continuous implementation.
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