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Efforts to Improve Student Learning Outcomes in Civics
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the effectiveness of the use of PowerPoint
learning media in improving the learning outcomes of fourth-grade
students in PPKn subjects with the material of ethnic and cultural
diversity at MIN 4 Jeneponto. The method used in this study is the
classroom action research method with a quantitative and
qualitative approach. The subjects of the study were fourth-grade
students who had difficulty wunderstanding the material
conventionally. The use of PowerPoint media was implemented
through two learning cycles, with data collection through learning
outcome tests, observations, and interviews. The results showed that
the application of PowerPoint media can significantly improve
student learning outcomes. The average student score increased
from before and after the application of PowerPoint media. In
addition, students became more active, enthusiastic, and easily
understood the material presented with an attractive visual display.
In conclusion, the use of PowerPoint learning media can be used as
an effective alternative in improving student learning outcomes in
PPKn subjects, especially in the material of ethnic and cultural
diversity. It is recommended that teachers optimize the use of
technology-based media in learning to create a more interactive and
interesting classroom atmosphere.
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Education is the main factor in forming quality human resources. An effective learning

process is greatly influenced by various factors, one of which is the use of appropriate
learning media. Along with the development of technology, various digital-based

learning media are increasingly being used to improve the effectiveness of learning in

schools (Arsyad, 2020). One of the media that is quite popular and easy to use by
educators is Microsoft PowerPoint. This media allows for the delivery of more

interesting material through a combination of text, images, animation, and sound so
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that it can improve students' understanding of the material being taught (Sari &
Nugraha, 2021).

This study aims to analyze the impact of using PowerPoint learning media on the
learning outcomes of grade IV students in PPKn subjects, especially on the material on
ethnic and cultural diversity at MIN 4 Jeneponto. By implementing this media, it is hoped
that students can better understand the concepts taught, be more enthusiastic in
participating in learning, and significantly improve their learning outcomes. In addition,
this study also aims to explore the extent to which the use of PowerPoint can motivate
students in the interactive learning process (Rahmawati, 2022).

The main expectation of this study is that the use of PowerPoint media can be an
effective solution in improving students' understanding of the material on ethnic and
cultural diversity. In addition, it is hoped that this study can provide new insights for
educators in developing more innovative and interesting learning methods. With an
attractive visual display, students are expected to understand the material more easily
and not feel bored during the learning process (Putri et al., 2023).

However, in reality, there are still many teachers who have not optimized the use
of technology-based learning media. Based on previous research, many educators still
use conventional lecture methods that are less interesting for students (Yusuf, 2021). As
a result, students tend to be less focused, get bored easily, and have difficulty
understanding the concepts being taught. This contributes to low student learning
outcomes, especially in PPKn subjects which are often considered less interesting by
students (Prasetyo, 2020).

In addition, based on observations at MIN 4 Jeneponto, it was found that many
students had difficulty understanding the material on ethnic and cultural diversity. One
of the main causes is the lack of use of learning media that can visualize this diversity
more concretely. When students only receive information through text in textbooks,
they have difficulty linking concepts to the realities in society (Fadhilah & Suryani, 2022).

As a solution to this problem, this study proposes the use of PowerPoint learning
media as an innovative alternative in teaching the material on ethnic and cultural
diversity. PowerPoint was chosen because it can display material in an attractive,
interactive visual form, and can increase student involvement in learning. Various
studies have shown that the use of this media can improve students' understanding and
motivation to learn (Handayani, 2021).

In implementing this method, teachers will design PowerPoint presentations that
contain a combination of text, images, and animations that are relevant to the material.
In addition, testing will be carried out on the effectiveness of this media by measuring
student learning outcomes before and after implementation. The data obtained will be
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analyzed to determine the extent to which PowerPoint can contribute to improving
student learning outcomes (Suryana et al., 2023).

Through this study, it is hoped that the results obtained can provide empirical
evidence regarding the effectiveness of PowerPoint in PPKn learning. The results of this
study can also be a reference for teachers at MIN 4 Jeneponto and other schools in
adopting more interesting and effective technology-based learning methods (Hidayat,
2020).

With this innovation, it is hoped that students will not only understand the concept
of ethnic and cultural diversity theoretically, but also be able to apply it in everyday life.
Effective education not only aims to improve students' academic grades, but also to
shape their character to better appreciate diversity in society (Wahyuni & Putra, 2022).

As a further step, this study can also be the basis for the development of other
more interactive learning media, such as the use of animated videos or digital-based
learning applications. Thus, the learning process can continue to develop according to
the needs and characteristics of students in this digital era (Sulastri & Rahayu, 2023).

Methods

This study uses a quantitative and qualitative approach with the classroom action
research (CAR) method. The data sources in this study consist of primary data and
secondary data. Primary data were obtained directly from fourth-grade students of MIN
4 Jeneponto through test results before and after the application of PowerPoint learning
media, observations during the learning process, and interviews with teachers and
students to determine their responses to the methods used. Meanwhile, secondary data
were obtained from various literature, research journals, reference books, and related
documents that support the theory of the use of technology-based learning media in
improving student learning outcomes (Arikunto, 2020).

The subjects of this study were fourth-grade students who had difficulty
understanding the material on ethnic and cultural diversity. The selection of subjects
was carried out by purposive sampling, taking into account the academic conditions of
students and their readiness to accept technology-based learning (Sugiyono, 2021).

Data analysis in this study was carried out descriptively quantitatively and
qualitatively. Quantitative data were obtained from the results of tests given to students
before and after the application of PowerPoint media. The test results were analyzed
using descriptive statistical analysis techniques to see the improvement in student
learning outcomes. Comparison of values before and after treatment was calculated
using the average calculation and percentage of improvement in student learning
outcomes (Creswell, 2022).
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Qualitative data were obtained from the results of observations and interviews
which were analyzed using the interactive analysis method of Miles and Huberman
(2020), which includes three main stages, namely data reduction, data presentation, and
drawing conclusions. Data reduction is carried out by filtering relevant information, data
presentation is carried out in the form of descriptive narratives, and conclusions are
drawn based on patterns that emerge from the results of observations and interviews.

This combination of quantitative and qualitative analysis aims to provide a more
comprehensive picture of the effectiveness of using PowerPoint learning media in
improving the learning outcomes of grade IV students in the PPKn subject at MIN 4
Jeneponto.

Result

This study was conducted in two cycles to see the effectiveness of using PowerPoint
learning media in improving the learning outcomes of fourth grade students on the
subject of ethnic and cultural diversity at MIN 4 Jeneponto. Data were collected through
learning outcome tests, observations, and interviews.

Before the action was taken, students were given an initial test (pretest) to determine
their understanding of the material. The pretest results showed that most students had
a low understanding of the material being taught. Of the 34 students who took the
pretest, only 12 students (35.3%) achieved a score above the KKM (70), while 22 students
(64.7%) scored below the KKM.

After learning using PowerPoint in cycle |, there was an increase in student learning
outcomes. However, there were still some students who had not achieved the KKM
score. Therefore, cycle Il was conducted to correct the shortcomings found in cycle | and
improve the effectiveness of learning. The following is a table of the results of
comparing student scores in the pretest, cycle I, and cycle II:

Table 1. Student Learning Outcomes in Pretest, Cycle |, and Cycle |I

1 Number of Students 34 34 34
2 Average Score 61,8 73,2 83,7
3 Students Completed>70 12 (35,3%) 21 (61,8%) 31 (91,2%)

From the table above, it can be seen that the average student score increased from 61.8
in the pretest to 73.2 in cycle | and increased again to 83.7 in cycle Il. Data verification
was carried out by analyzing student test results, observing activities during learning,
and interviews with students and teachers. In cycle |, learning using PowerPoint began
to be implemented. Students seemed more enthusiastic compared to conventional
learning, but there were still some obstacles, such as the lack of interaction between
teachers and students and the lack of variation in delivering the material. This caused 13
students (38.2%) to still not reach the KKM score.
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In cycle ll, improvements were made by adding group discussions and interactive
quizzes in the PowerPoint presentation. The results showed a more significant increase,
with 91.2% of students achieving the KKM score. Interviews with students showed that
they understood the material better because the material was presented visually and
more interestingly compared to the usual lecture method.

Cycle I: In cycle |, the use of PowerPoint had a positive impact on learning, but there
were still some challenges:

1. Advantages: Students are more focused on the material because there is an
attractive visual display. Learning is more structured with systematic slides. Some
students start to actively ask questions and discuss.

2. Weaknesses: There are still students who are less active in discussions. The material
is not fully understood by all students. Lack of interactive practice questions.

To overcome these shortcomings, improvements were made in cycle Il by adding
interactive methods such as quizzes in PowerPoint and group discussion sessions.

Cycle 1I: In cycle I, improvements were made by adding interactive features to
PowerPoint presentations. Some of the strategies implemented are:

1. Adding interactive quizzes in PowerPoint to increase student participation.

2. Group discussions to encourage students to discuss and help each other understand
the material.

3. Presenting more varied materials, including the use of short videos related to ethnic
and cultural diversity.

As a result, learning becomes more effective. Students who achieve KKM scores
increased from 61.8% in cycle | to 91.2% in cycle Il. Students are also more confident in
answering teacher questions and are more active in class discussions.

Based on these findings, it can be concluded that the implementation of PowerPoint
learning media can effectively improve student learning outcomes. The application of
this media not only helps improve student understanding, but also makes learning more
interesting and interactive.

Discussion

Data validation in this study was carried out to ensure the validity of the results obtained
from the learning outcome test, observations, and interviews. The validation process
includes data triangulation, reliability testing, and analysis of the reliability of the
research instrument. Triangulation was carried out by comparing the results from
various data sources, namely: test results (pretest, cycle I, and cycle Il) to measure the
increase in student understanding, observations during learning to see student
involvement in the learning process, interviews with students and teachers to measure
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the effectiveness of PowerPoint media in improving understanding. Reliability Test To
ensure that the test results are reliable, a reliability test was carried out on the questions
used. The reliability analysis used the Cronbach's Alpha method, which showed that the
questions used had a high level of reliability. The analysis of the reliability of the
instrument based on the learning outcome test was validated by several PPKn teachers
at MIN 4 Jeneponto to ensure compliance with the material. The observation sheet was
compiled based on indicators of student involvement in learning, including attention,
active participation, and interaction in group discussions. Interviews were analyzed
using the Miles & Huberman (2020) method to find patterns of student and teacher
responses.

Based on the validation results, it was found that the use of PowerPoint learning
media had a positive impact on the learning outcomes of grade IV students of MIN 4
Jeneponto. The increase in learning outcomes through test results showed a significant
increase from pretest to cycle Il. The increase in the average value from 61.8 (pretest) —
73.2 (cycle ) — 83.7 (cycle Il) showed the effectiveness of PowerPoint in improving
student understanding. Changes in student behavior through observation showed that
students were more focused and active in learning. Student interaction increased when
interactive methods such as quizzes and group discussions were added in cycle Il. There
was a positive response from students and teachers. Students stated that learning with
PowerPoint was more interesting and helped them understand concepts better.
Teachers felt that the use of this media made the delivery of material more effective and
reduced student boredom. In conclusion, data validation confirmed that the application
of PowerPoint media can significantly improve learning outcomes and student
involvement in PPKn learning.

Conclusion

The results of the study showed that the use of PowerPoint learning media significantly
improved the learning outcomes of fourth grade students in PPKn subjects at MIN 4
Jeneponto, especially in the material of Ethnic and Cultural Diversity in Indonesia. The
main findings of this study include an increase in learning outcomes, student
engagement, and positive responses from teachers and students. The increase in
learning outcomes based on the average student score increased from 61.8 (pretest) —
73.2 (cycle I) — 83.7 (cycle IlI). The number of students who achieved KKM (> 70)
increased from 35.3% (pretest) — 61.8% (cycle I) —» 91.2% (cycle Il). Students who did not
achieve KKM decreased drastically from 22 people (pretest) — 13 people (cycle ) — 3
people (cycle Il). There was an increase in student engagement where students became
more enthusiastic, focused, and active in the learning process. Group discussions and
interactive quizzes in PowerPoint make learning more interesting. There was a positive
response from teachers and students. Teachers felt that the delivery of the material was
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more systematic and effective. Students stated that PowerPoint helped them
understand the concept better than conventional lecture methods.
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